
Welcome to the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) at 
Connor Downs Academy…



Meet the EYFS team:

Mr. Masters
§ Reception Teacher.
§ EYFS and KS1 Lead / SLT.
§ Aspire Academy Trust EYFS 
Core Group.

Miss Pedley
§ Reception TA.
§ Outdoor Learning 
Specialist.
§NHS First Responder.

Miss Blewett
§ Reception TA. 



The importance of early childhood 
education:

When asked how important early childhood education is, especially in a pandemic, 
Dr. Biden answered, "It’s the foundation of everything. I can tell you that as a 

teacher at the upper levels, if they don’t have a good foundation, they fall so far 
behind. So, this is amazing to see what these children are doing and how far 

advanced they are at 4 or 5 years old. It’s impressive.”
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Her Royal Highness, 
The Duchess of 

Cambridge and Dr. 
Jill Biden, First Lady of 

the United States, 
visit Connor Downs 
Academy in June 

2021.



The importance of early childhood 
education:

“Thank you for inviting me here. It’s a very special place, I can see that.” 
— Dr. Jill Biden, in reference to Connor Downs Academy
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§ Consistent communications with 
feeder settings.

§ Staggered transition (September). 

§ Autumn term revision of COVID-19 
guidance.

§Learning windows and Tapestry.

Your child’s transition to school:



Learning journals (Tapestry):



Learning journals (Tapestry):
§ All children’s learning is 

recorded and shared with 
parents and carers through 
Tapestry

§ Regular contributions are made 
to each child’s Tapestry journal 
to share important learning and 
monitor progress. Typically, 
these are reflections of weekly 
class learning.

§ Parents and carers are 
encouraged to contribute to 
their child’s learning journal at 
home, sharing photos and 
videos of home learning.



Learning windows:
• Each child in Reception has their own ‘learning window’ display 

space. These spaces feature special photographs, emailed from 
home, and belong entirely to each child. The children choose 

what learning is displayed in their own learning window…



Helping Your Child Prepare 
for School:



What your child will need to 
keep at school:

§ A P.E. kit, including plimsols.

§ Spare clothes, including socks and 
underwear, to be kept in school. 

§ Waterproof clothing and wellies, with 
your child’s name written inside, to be 
in school for outdoor learning.

§ Please ensure that all belongings are 
appropriately labelled.



What your child will need to 
bring to school daily:

§ A packed lunch (if your child is not 
having a free school dinner).

§ A water bottle.

§ A waterproof coat.

§ A warm hat, gloves or sun hat (as 
appropriate).

§ Their book bag and reading record 
(frequency to be advised in the 
autumn term).

§ Please ensure that all belongings are 
appropriately labelled.



§ All property and clothing should be 
named to avoid confusion. Pupils are 
encouraged to take care of their 
own belongings.

§ If your child requires medicine 
during the school day, please note 
that we can only administer 
medicine prescribed by a doctor. If 
this is necessary, please complete the 
appropriate form, which is obtainable 
from the school office, which will 
authorise us to do this.

Useful information:



§ Toys from home must not be 
brought into school without consent. 
This will ensure that your child’s 
personal belongings do not get lost or 
damaged.

§ Please aim to read with your child 
each night and record this in their 
Reading Record.

§ Please make a phone call to notify 
the school on the first day of any 
absence.

Useful information:



§ If, at any point, you need to take 
your child out of school during term 
time, please collect a form from the 
school office, fill it in and return it to 
school in advance.

§ There is a weekly newsletter which 
will be published on the school’s 
website each Friday.

§ Tapestry can be used to 
communicate with the EYFS team at 
home. For example, to relay 
messages or to share home learning.

Useful information:



School uniform:



Safeguarding:



Trauma Informed Schools:



The school day:

§ Children are welcomed into the 
Reception classroom from 8:30 a.m.

§ School starts promptly at 8:45 a.m.

§ All children have access to a (free) 
healthy snack during the school day.

§ Lunchtime in Reception is from 12:00 
p.m. until 1:15 p.m.



The school day:

§ The school day ends at 3:10 p.m. 

§ Please collect your child from the 
door outside the Reception 
classroom.

§ Please let us know of anyone, other 
than yourselves, who will be 
collecting your child from school. 
Staff should be notified with as 
much prior notice as possible.



§ The Reception year is the final year 
of the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(birth to 5 years).

The Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS):



§ The Early Years Foundation Stage Framework (2021) is divided 
into seven areas of learning. Individual learning progress is 
baselined during the autumn term and tracked during the year.

§ During their Reception Year, your child will be supported in 
working towards the Early Learning Goals in each of these seven 
areas of learning.

The EYFS Curriculum:



Prime Areas of Learning:
§ Communication and Language
§ Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development
§ Physical Development

Specific Areas of Learning:
§ Literacy
§ Mathematics
§ Understanding the World
§ Expressive Arts and Design

The EYFS Curriculum:



§ At Connor Downs 
Academy, our teaching of 
systematic, synthetic 
phonics follows the Connor 
Downs Academy Letters 
and Sounds programme.

§ Children are taught to read 
and write using a range of 
sounds and ‘special friends’ 
sounds.

Phonics: reading and writing



The Characteristics of Effective 
Learning:

§ There are three Characteristics of 
Effective Learning which underpin 
all learning in the EYFS:

1. Active learning.

2. Creating and thinking 
critically.

3. Playing and exploring.



How your child will learn:
§ ‘Playful learning’ e.g. child-

initiated activities/play, 
supported by the adults.

§ Teacher-directed learning 
e.g. whole-class phonics/ 
mathematics teaching.



§ The EYFS environment, both 
indoors and outdoors, is 
tailored to meet the 
emerging interests of the 
children.

How your child will learn:



§ In Reception, we have two friendly 
guinea pigs, Toffee and Milkshake. 

§ Across the academy, we also have 
5 rabbits and 3 chickens. In 
Reception, the children learn to 
care for our academy pets.

Our class pets:



§ Cultivating Futures, our fantastic 
outdoor learning environment, 
supports us in delivering a broad 
and balanced curriculum.

§ Our newly built adventure trail
supports gross motor development. 

Cultivating Futures



Parents as partners:

My child absolutely loves 
school and all the teachers 
in Reception. Her 
confidence has sky-
rocketed and her reading 
is coming on day by day. 
She loves phonics, P.E. and 
of course, the guinea pigs!

Mr. Masters has been wonderful this 
year under difficult circumstances. 
It’s always quite daunting starting a 
new school and the Reception team 
always make the children feel so 
welcome and supported. Both of 
our children have really enjoyed 
Reception Class and both look 
forward to going to school each 
day.

§ At Connor Downs Academy, we pride 
ourselves on working collaboratively with 
our parent/carer community. Here are 
some views that our 2020-21 Reception 
parent/carers wanted to share…



Parents as partners:

Our child is always excited about 
going to school and shows an 
interest in wanting to learn, which 
we are both really pleased about. 
He loves playing with his friends 
and socialising, which is so 
important for his personal 
development and life skills. Thank 
you so much for everything you 
are doing to support our child and 
all of the children - we are so 
grateful and especially after such 
a difficult start to the year for 
everyone.

When our child first started in 
Reception, they only consistently 
recognised the letter ‘A’. They 
now recognise and can write all 
the letters of the alphabet. With 
the schools support, they have 
learnt the individual sounds of 
each letter and lots of 'special 
friends' sounds. They are 
becoming confident in their 
early reading and the books 
which the school send home are 
fantastic for us to support our 
child's reading at home too.



Please feel welcome to contact 
hello@connordowns.org.uk if:

§ You have any questions or concerns.
§ Your child has specific medical, learning 

or transitional needs that you would like 
to discuss on a 1:1 basis.

Thank you and welcome to the Connor 
Downs Academy Family
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