
Marvellous Mini-Beasts (Design a new species) 

Hello everyone 

 

 

What is a Mini-Beast? 

Mini-Beasts are called invertebrates, which are animals without a backbone.   Invertebrates are the most numerous type of animal 

in the world, making up 90 percent of all living animal species.  In Britain alone there are over 25,000 species of invertebrates known.  

The most common groups of invertebrates are: arachnids, molluscs, crustaceans, annelids, insects and myriapods.   Unlike vertebrates 

(animals with a backbone like mammals, birds, fish, amphibians and reptiles) they do not have a skeleton inside.  Can you name the 

different types of invertebrates below and find out which group they belong to? 

 

 

        

  

http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/4D/4DE08923-5938-475F-87C7-CFF8DDBE01D1/Presentation.Large/Emperor-scorpion-on-leaf.jpg
http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/52/52B18A9C-9B9A-4FB2-AD78-F27DED4C310A/Presentation.Large/Peacock-butterfly-on-bramble.jpg
http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/C5/C5B9E924-4A0D-46A2-BC52-27187D8FAA5A/Presentation.Large/Lesser-emperor-in-flight.jpg


 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/6F/6FA2A2E7-B8A5-452C-A97B-F3A87D273194/Presentation.Large/Leopard-slug-crawling-along-leaf.jpg
http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/D8/D8C4EC3E-ED42-4C24-83FA-22BA37DB8E0C/Presentation.Large/Dor-beetle.jpg
http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/04/04DF7635-F649-4937-AE95-DB8F83D6C73A/Presentation.Large/Wonderful-parachute-spider-dorsal-view.jpg
http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/9C/9C8D3F89-DF51-4AAA-AD10-08B7A9142E56/Presentation.Large/Earthworm.jpg
http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/CF/CF5BB674-BE5F-4780-9BAB-3E695DAAF3FF/Presentation.Large/Amazonian-giant-centipede-on-branch.jpg


 

      

 

 

 

 

                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                   

 What is adaptation? 

What is a 
mini-beast? 

Take on many 

shapes and 

forms 

Invertebrates have no 

backbone or internal 

skeleton 

Invertebrates 

have an 

exoskeleton 

How many 

legs? 

0, 6, 8, or lots? 

Some have wings, 

some don’t. 



Adaptation is the way animals and plants become better at living in their habitat. 
Adaptations allow animals and plants to live successfully in their habitat.   Animals and plants that live in different habitats need different 

adaptations.  Some invertebrates such as the ladybird are good at escaping.  Others are effective hunters like the spider.  Many move 

effectively like a dragonfly.  Look at the picture below.  This invertebrate is camouflaged to protect it from being detected.  What is it 

called and which group of invertebrates does it belong to? 

 

 

 
                     

        

   

                     

          

            

Not all mini-beasts hunt.  Can you name some that are herbivores? 

  

 

Now it is over to you……Design your own mini-beast! 

Things to think about………. 

   

•  How does it move? 
•  How big is it? 
•  How does it defend itself against predators? 
•  Is it brightly coloured or camouflaged? 

http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/45/452FFCE7-DFA8-468B-B78B-C26419C5B54F/Presentation.Large/Lord-Howe-Island-stick-insect-first-instar.jpg


 

 

 


