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Friday 15th May 2026 

 

Dear parents/carers,  

 

I hope that you and your families are safe and well.  This week has 

been a very important week for our Year 6 cohort. 

 

Year 6 SATs 

 

From Monday to Thursday, our Year 6 

pupils sat their end of Key Stage 2 SATs. The children all 

worked incredibly hard and showed great 

determination and resilience throughout the week.  Well 

done to each and every one of you – we are so proud 

of you!   

 

Thank you to the Year 6 parents/carers for your support 

during this week, and to the children in all other year 

groups who behaved so respectfully in support our Year 

6 pupils.   

 

Thank you also to the volunteers who gave up their time 

to support. 

 

Year 5  

 

This week, linked to their class topic of Ancient History, Zara 

from Aspens, worked with Year 5 to recreate some very old 

recipes and explained when and where hummus was 

introduced. 

 

The children were able to make original hummus, red 

pepper hummus and even chocolate hummus, and then 

each of them got to taste test. 

 

Zara also set the children a challenge, to see who could come up with the most 

words, with 3, 4 and 5 letters from the words Ancient History.  Zara was really 

impressed with the words that the children found but the overall winner was Mia. 

 

Thank you to Zara and Aspens for helping to bring their topic to life! 
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Antisocial behaviour – Connor Park - Assembly 

 

Following our notice on last week’s newsletter surrounding antisocial behaviour at the 

park in Connor Downs, we held an assembly in school to remind children of our 

expectations of good behaviour within the local community, in line with our 

expectations of good behaviour in school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would strongly advise all parents/carers, that if their child/children are going to 

the park, that they are supervised by an adult at all times.  

 

As a reminder, you can log concerns with Devon and Cornwall Police using the link 

below, should you require further advice. 

 

https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/ro/report/asb/asb-v3/report-antisocial-

behaviour/ 
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Tempest School Photographs – Class Photos 

Tempest will be coming into school on Monday, next week, 18th May 

2026, to take the class photographs. Please ensure your child is 

wearing their full school uniform (this also includes navy and white 

gingham summer dresses with a navy cardigan with the Connor 

Downs Academy logo), including black school shoes only.   

As a reminder, if your child has hair longer than shoulder length it must 

be tied back for school.  Any hair accessories must be small and navy in colour.  Thank 

you!   

 

Friends of Connor Downs Academy Discos 
 

The Friends of Connor Downs Academy are delighted to 

confirm that their summer term disco will take place next 

Thursday, 21st May 2026. 
 

Reception and Years 1 and 2 from 3:30pm until 4:30pm and Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 

from 4:45pm until 5:45pm. 
 

In a slight change to the disco’s held in February, we will not be accepting payment 

prior to the disco and will be returning to cash only.  The entrance fee is £2.00 per child 

payable on the door and sweets, crisps etc will be available to purchase from the 

canteen.  Please note, no drinks will be available to purchase, so please could your 

child bring a named drinks bottle with them.  Please no fizzy drinks, thank you. 
 

Please could we ask all parents/carers to ensure they send their child with a named 

wallet/purse containing their money for their entrance fee and any refreshments so 

that each child’s money is kept safe.  Thank you. 
 

With the earlier start, the children in Year R, 1 and 2 should bring their disco clothes 

into school on the morning of the disco and hand them to the class teacher in a 

named bag.   

On changing at the end of the day, each child will be guided to put all their school 

uniform back in the bag that their disco clothes have come in and these will be 

given to parents/carers when they come to collect at the end of the disco. 

 

For KS2, children should be dropped off at the back door to the school and signed in 

by a member of staff or Friends committee.  Please note that all children, regardless 

of walk home permissions for KS2 children will not be permitted to leave the school 

premises without an adult.  Please ensure you arrange for your child/children to be 

collected. Thank you. 
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Reminder – No afterschool clubs – Thursday 21st March 2026 

 

A reminder, there are no after school clubs next Thursday, 12th February, due to the 

Friends of Connor Downs Academy Discos. Thank you. 

 

Census Day Lunch  
 

On Thursday, 21st May, 2026, we observe National School Census Day, a crucial 

event where the Department for Education (DfE) gathers vital information from every 

school. This data aids in future planning and plays a pivotal role in determining 

school budgets. 
 

One significant data point we must report is the count of Reception, Year 1, and 

Year 2 students partaking in Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) on this 

specific day. The information collected during the census influences the allocation 

of funding for our school's hot meal program throughout the year. It's essential to 

note that if your child doesn't participate in the meal service on May 21st, it impacts 

our funding for the remainder of the year. Should your child opt to have a meal on 

any other day, we must cover the cost from our school budget, as funding is solely 

based on meal consumption during the designated census days in October and 

January and May, annually. 
 

Here is the menu for the census day:  
 

Meat Option:  

Mini Planet Meatballs with Out of this World Tomato Sauce and Pasta 
 

Vegetarian Option:  

Veggie Bangers and Mash 
 

Pudding: 

Rocket Lolly 
 

Also, the usual Jacket Potato and Pasta options are available. 
 

 

Reminder – Last day of half term 

 

Next Friday, 22nd May, is the last day of this half term. School finishes at the usual time 

of 3:15pm.  We look forward to welcoming pupils back into school on Monday 1st June 

for the final half of the summer term. 
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Gwinear Show – Saturday 4th July 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gwinear Show is taking place on Saturday 4th July, and the organisers are looking for 

children to enter the classes above.  Entries close on Saturday 27th June, so there is 

plenty of time to work on your creations! 

 

As a bonus, Mr Kittow, who has become a regular supply teacher at Connor Downs 

Academy, will be judging the entries, so make them incredible! 

 

Good luck to everyone taking part! 
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Summer Fayre 

 

This year The Friends of Connor Downs Academy will 

be holding their Summer Fayre on Friday, 3rd July 

2026 from 3:30pm.  Further details to follow.  

 

As part of the Fayre, we will be holding a raffle.  With this in mind, 

we are politely requesting that if you or anyone you know owns a local 

business and would be willing to donate a raffle prize, 

please email hello@connordowns.org.uk or pass 

donations to Mrs. Gallagher in the school office.  All 

donations, no matter how small, will be greatly 

appreciated.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent/carer reminder 

 

Please can we remind parents/carers that at this time of year the 

weather can be quite changeable.  The sun is at its strongest at 

present, but we can also suffer some quite heavy showers. 

 

Please can we ask you to ensure that your child/children come to school every day 

with sun cream already applied and extra in their bag, a sun hat and a waterproof 

coat.  

 

Please can we also remind you to ensure that your 

child/children bring a refillable drinks bottle with them to 

keep hydrated.  Thank you all for your continued support. 
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Pre-Loved Uniform 

 

We believe that school uniform ensures all children are 

treated equally. Uniform still plays a vital role in promoting the 

ethos of a school, setting an appropriate tone for education 

and providing a sense of belonging and common identity 

regardless of background. 
 

With this in mind, we run a pre-loved uniform shop through the 

Friends of Connor Downs Academy.  The Friends will run pop up 

sales at various times throughout the year, but you can also contact 

them via their Facebook Page at any other time or you can come into the school 

office or email hello@connordowns.org.uk with your requirements.  Thank you. 

 

 

Diary Dates – Summer Term 2026 
 

Monday 18th May – Tempest Class Photos  

Monday 18th May – Swimming – Year 2 – Week 3 

Tuesday 19th May – Year 3 – Tate Gallery visit  

Wednesday 20th May – Year 1 – Pendennis Castle visit 

Thursday 21st May – FOCDA Disco’s  

Thursday 21st May – Friday 22nd May – Year 4 Camp Kernow Residential 

Friday 22nd May – Last Day of first half of summer term – Finish at 3:15pm 
 

Half Term 

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May  
 

Monday 1st June – First Day of second half of summer term 

Monday 1st June – Sports Day Practice  

Tuesday 2nd June – Year 6 – St Michael’s Mount visit  

Wednesday 3rd June – Year 3 – Gym session  

Friday 5th June – Year 5 – Geevor Tin Mine visit  

Monday 8th – Friday 12th June – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Week 

Monday 8th June – Swimming – Year 1 – Week 1 

Wednesday 10th June – Aspire Games – Year 5 

Thursday 11th June – Sports Day Practice 

Monday 15th June – Swimming – Year 1 – Week 2 

Monday 15th June – Year 3 camping on school field  

Tuesday 16th June – Year 6 camping on school field 

Wednesday 17th June – Year 5 camping on school field 
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Wednesday 17th June – Year 3 – Gym session  

Thursday 18th June – Year 4 camping on school field 

Thursday 18th June – Year 6 – Surf Day 

Monday 22nd June – Swimming – Year 1 – Week 3 

Wednesday 24th June – Year 3 – Gym session 

Thursday 25th June – Year 5 – Surf Day 

Monday 29th June – Swimming – Year R – Week 1 

Wednesday 1st July – Year 3 – Gym session  

Thursday 2nd July – Sports Day Afternoon – more details to follow 

Friday 3rd July – FOCDA Summer Fayre – more details to follow 

Monday 6th July – Swimming – Year R – Week 2 

Wednesday 8th – Friday 10th July – Year 6 Barton Hall Residential 

Monday 13th July – Swimming – Year R – Week 3 

Wednesday 15th July – Year 3 Gym session  

Wednesday 22nd July – Year 3 Gym session  

Wednesday 22nd July – Year 6 Leavers Prom – more details to follow 

Thursday 23rd July – Year 6 – Leavers Church Service and Leavers Assembly – more 

details to follow 

Thursday 23rd July – Last day of Term - Finish at 2:00pm 

 

Summer Holidays  

 Friday 24th July 2026 to Wednesday 2nd September 2026 

 

Diary Dates – Autumn Term 2026 

 

Thursday 3rd September – INSET DAY – School closed to pupils 

Friday 4th September – INSET DAY – School closed to pupils 

Monday 7th September – 1st day of Autumn term – Years 1 – 6 only 

 

Attendance 

 

 

Attendance 

Our school target for attendance is 97% 

  

1st Place Year 3 100.0 % 

 2nd Place Year 4 99.1 % 

3rd Place Year 1 98.6 % 
 

Shine Celebrations 

Please see below our Shining Stars for this week. 
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Connor Downs Academy Shining Stars 

Friday 15th May 2026 
 

We are delighted to be able to invite the parents/carers of the winners below to join 

us at our next Shine assembly of the summer term, on Friday 22nd May 2026 to see 

their child receive their certificate. 

Please come along to the main reception no earlier than 2:35pm.  A special well 

done to: 

Year R – Jago 

For such an excellent start at Connor Downs Academy.  Jago is working hard to 

follow classroom expectations and is sharing his wonderful personality with his new 

friends.  Year R are so pleased you have joined them! 
 

Year 1 – Alice 

For her excellent response to the new Year 1 maths topic.  Alice is showing a 

confident understanding of fractions already.  Well done, Alice! 
 

Year 2 – Ariella 

For settling into Year 2 so beautifully.  Ariella is so kind and caring and has made an 

excellent impression on all of the class! Well done, Ariella! 
 

Year 3 – Freddie Ow. 

For working hard on his number facts to develop his fluency and independence 

solving maths challenges. Well done, Freddie! 
 

Year 4 – Emily 

For carefully listening to feedback and having the determination and perseverance 

to understand and apply suggestions to her learning.  Well done, Emily! 
 

Year 5 – Barney 

For his amazing manners, helpfulness and kindness every day of the week.  Barney is 

a pleasure to have in Year 5.  Well done, Barney! 
 

Year 6 – The Year 6 Cohort! 

For showing relentless determination this week during SATs and striving to do your 

very best.  Every Year 6 pupil should be very proud of all they have achieved!  Well 

done, Year 6! 
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Writer – Willow (Year R) 

For her excellent letter formation and all her efforts to keep her handwriting neat.  

Willow’s work is a real pleasure to read.  Well done, Willow! 

 

EYFS/KS1 Reader – Jago (Year 2) 

For showing such determination and effort when decoding words. Jago has 

developed a love for reading and is beginning to discuss stories, characters and 

ideas with increasing confidence.  Well done, Jago! 

 

KS2 Reader – Maisie (Year 3) 

For her outstanding effort, reading every night in Year 3 above her target. Wow! Well 

done, Maisie! 

 

Mathematician – Zachary P (Year 5) 

For his ability to learn and apply new skills when plotting and translating shapes.  Well 

done, Zachary! 

 

Numbots/Rock Star – Robyn (Year 3) 

For her consistent effort on studio games.  This great work has resulted in Robyn 

achieving an average speed of answering questions at 2 second intervals.  Well 

done, Robyn! 

 

Performer – Jesse (Year 1) 

For his excellent design for the Year 1 DT project, ‘moving minibeasts’.  Jesse has a 

great foundation to work from for his final piece. 

 

Character – Reuben (Year 5) 

For his fantastic cricket skills and showing great sportsmanship.  Well done, Reuben! 
 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

 

Mrs Eddy 

Head of School 
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