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English 

 

This term Y6 have written a narrative text about a child having ‘dreadful day’. Their 

writing started with a child being dragged somewhere against their will and being 

terrified, however, the final sentence revealed they were just going to a ballet class! 

Y6 wrote their own versions of this story, some setting theirs in a swimming pool or 

going to the supermarket.   

 

Y6 have worked hard this term 

to develop their knowledge of 

grammar terminology such as 

nouns, verbs and determiners.   

 

Our class text has been ‘The 

Final Year’ by Matt Goodfellow.  

It follows a character called 

Nate who is managing the trials 

and tribulations of Year 6.  
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Y6 have also been busy building their 

comprehension of texts by answering 

questions on a number of different 

genres including suspense stories and 

non-fiction.  

 

 

 

 

 

The children are assessed at the end of 

Key Stage Two through a collection of their 

independent writing.  To work towards this, 

we have spent time this term revisiting  

previous pieces of work and making sure 

they are powerful, effective and have 

accurate spelling and punctuation.   
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World Book Day 
To celebrate World Book Day, the pupils wore costumes and talked about their 

favourite books. Year 6 read alongside Year 4 to share their enthusiasm and passion 

for reading.  

 

The children 

were 

encouraged 

to explain to 

the class who 

they had 

come 

dressed as 

and what 

they knew 

about the 

character, 

book or 

author.    
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Maths 

Every morning, the children complete a 

range of tasks to practise their skills.  

These are often arithmetic questions, or 

problem-solving tasks.  Being able to 

recall previous knowledge from a range 

of topic areas is an important skill to 

build confidence in the run up to the 

children completing their SAT 

assessments in May.  

 

 

 

 

The topics covered this term have 

included decimals, percentages, 

algebra, area and perimeter and 

shape.  By providing children with a 

rich diet of learning opportunities, 

through the use of practical 

resources, videos, independent 

learning tasks and group problems,  

progress in maths for the class is rapid.   
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Our additional reading and maths 

sessions on a Tuesday afterschool 

are enabling everyone to benefit 

from working in a small group. The 

children practise important skills 

and work through problem solving 

questions- this helps build both 

skills and confidence.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/


 

 

 
Connor Downs Academy 

Head of School: Mrs J Eddy 
 

 

 

T: 01736 753135 
E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk   
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH 

 
A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity 
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD 

 

To help the children revise topics, we have 

spent time playing games, such as 

matching up fractions, decimals and 

percentages and missing angles.     
 

 

They have also explored 3D shapes and 

investigated the concepts of tenths, 

hundredths and thousandths.  
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Science  

This term, the children have been learning about Living Things, including exploring 

how living things can be classified into groups.  They have searched outside for 

different types of flowers and identified these with a key.  They have learnt about 

Carl Linneaus’s system for categorising the living world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the brighter weather it has been 

great to use cultivating futures to 

explore the natural world.  
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 The class explored how 

the different beak 

shapes of bird’s effect 

what they can eat.  

They used pegs, scissors 

and spoons to mimic 

the beak and practised 

picking up pasta, rice 

and elastic bands 

which represented 

seeds and worms.  

The results informed the 

children’s knowledge of 

how bird’s beaks 

evolved depending on 

the food available.  
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Art  

Everyone enjoyed taking part in the Live Art 

Assembly with Ms Speight, where they drew 

hands and explored texture.  
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Y6 were invited to support learners in 

Y2 to sew hand puppets. Y6 enjoyed 

guiding their partners to success. 
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On a special day in March, we had a few extra special visitors join us in Y6.Wow! 
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History 

The children have learnt about the Benin Kingdom which was a 

civilisation that existed in modern day Nigeria. They learnt about 

the early days of the empire 900-1300AD and the leaders. They 

also learnt about the everyday lives of the people, including their 

incredible craft skills. The Benin empire traded with European 

travellers which helped to make it very successful and rich. 
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Computing 
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This term we have been exploring internet safety, including how to write secure 

passwords. They also thought about how people portray themselves online and 

whether this is to be trusted!   
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Geography 

The children have been 

exploring the human and 

physical geography of South 

America.  This has included 

learning the names and 

capitals of the countries and 

learning, about the climate 

and how mountains are 

formed.   
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PE 

Y6 have enjoyed sessions from the Cornish Pirates. They helped the children develop 

their sense of ‘fair play’ and their ball handling and passing skills. As rugby is a team 

game, the class also learned the importance of working together, and knowing 

everyone must play their part to have success.  
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Y6 have also developed their understanding of fitness related exercises by taking 

part in circuit training sessions to build stamina, strength, teamwork and flexibility. 

Over the weeks, the children took more and more control over the activities.  They 

were well-motivated throughout, and most saw their skills improve over the weeks.  
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The girls and boys football teams were both in action this term, playing fixtures 

against other teams.  

The final cross country rounds were also held- well done to everyone who took part. 

Good luck with the finals! 

Also, a group of swimmers took to the water in the Aspire Swimming Competition, 

with everyone giving there all. 

 

 

RE 

This term the children have learnt about the concept of salvation in Christianity.  

They have learnt about the Last Supper and how Christians remember the sacrifices 

Jesus made by taking part in Communion.  

The children also explored a story from the 

Bible using drama; this was about a rich 
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man who forgives a poor man that has stolen from him.   
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PSHE  

PSHE is delivered through our weekly SCARF (Safety, Caring, Achievement, 

Resilience, Friendship) programme, but is present in all that we do in school. This term 

the focus has been ‘Keeping Safe’.  Lessons have included internet safety, including 

considering what is and isn’t appropriate to share online.  The class also learnt about 

legal, illegal, prescribed and restricted drugs and how alcohol affects the body.  The 

children were surprised to find out that young people are drinking less alcohol than 

any other age group- great news!  The final few weeks of term were spent learning 

about Rights and Responsibilities which included learning about democracy  
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The RNLI held an assembly where the children were reminded about staying safe in 

the sun, what the various flags represent and what to do in a riptide.  
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Vanessa from the NSPCC taught the children 

about keeping safe. The children learnt about 

different types of abuse children can suffer.  

They learnt about Childline and other sources 

of help available.  
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The children made 

chatterboxes to support 

their understanding of the 

session.  
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When the children were 

in Y4, they were invited 

to design a new park 

layout for Connor 

Downs.  Their ideas were 

then used in the design.  

Now it has finished being 

built, some members of 

Y6 were invited to 

attend the parks official 

opening. They were the 

first to play on the new 

equipment which is sure 

to be much loved in the 

village for years to 

come.  
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Planting seeds for the new football pitch. 
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Here are some pupils who belong to the 

choir, preparing to perform at the Hall 

for Cornwall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Easter everyone! 
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