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English

Year 1 have been busy developing our writing skills this term. We started
looking at the story of What the Ladybird Heard. We looked at all the different
characters in the story, thought about how they would feel and wrote some
speech for them. We re- told sections of the story through our writing and re-
enacted the story in groups.
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Next we looked at the story of Paddington. We talked about the setting for
the story and Paddington’s favourite food: marmalade sandwiches. The
children sequenced the story and followed a set of instructions to make their
own marmalade sandwiches for a teddy bear’s picnic.
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We then read Paddington’s Christmas post, we‘used this book to talk about
Christmas lists and what the children are hoping to get from Santa. They cut
out pictures from a toy catalogue and labelled them.

Maths
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Year 1 have spent most of this term looking at place value and addition and
subtraction with 10. Before half term we focused on number formation every
morning and making number bonds to 5 and 10 as part of our spiral maths.

The first area Year 1 have covered in maths is place value within 10, this was
done through sorting, counting and representing objects and counting
objects from a larger group. Once we were confident with these skills we
moved on to recognising numbers as words, counting forwards and
backwards within 10, finding 1 more and 1 less and using a number line. We
finally focused on comparing numbers and groups, ordering objects and
numbers using fewer, more and the same to describe them and we looked
at greater than, less than and equal to.
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We followed this with looking at addition and subtraction facts within 10 using
part-whole models and our number bonds to help us. We looked at adding
or subtracting using a number line, finding a part and using crossing out to
help us.

This half term we have been looking at different 2d and 3d shapes and
making patterns with shapes. We have been on shape hunts around the
school and used our knowledge of shapes to solve problems.

We finished off the term by looking at addition and subtraction within 20. The
children worked really hard and used their knowledge from the previous
topics to help them. They used lots of manipulatives to reinforce their
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learning. It has been wonderful to see the children’s progress this term, they
are really gaining confidence with their work.
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Science

In science we have had a look at different materials, their properties and
matching materials to the correct labels. We looked around the classroom to
see how many different materials we could find. We also carried out an
experiment to see which material would be best for an umbrella to keep
panda dry, we had great fun using the spray bottle. We have also looked at
seasonal changes, we named the different seasons, focused on the changes
that occur and looked at how animals and humans adapt to the different

seasons.
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History

In history we have been looking at toys past and present. We have
compared toys from the past and present, spoken about our favourite toys
and looked at different toys over the decades. The children were fascinated
by how marionettes and the etch a sketch worked. As part of our history
topic we had a trip to Penlee House and Museum and took part in an old
toys workshop. We had an amazing time meeting ‘Museum Doll’ who is over
100 years old and exploring old toys. We were able to play with spinners,
yoyo's, kaleidoscopes, flip books, Jacob's ladders, acrobat tumbling toys and

the cup & ball.
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Art and Design Technology

This term in art we have looked at how to use a paint brush correctly and
how to create different paint strokes and patterns when using pencils and
water colours. Year 1 have really enjoyed the freedom to be creative with
our patterns and paint strokes and created some amazing art work. We have
created lots of Christmassy crafts this half term which the children have really
enjoyed.

Year 1 have been looking at the work of Paul Klee, who uses bright colours
and big shapes. They were able to imitate his work really well and took great

T: 01736 753135 p
E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk o,
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH o,

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 q s
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD academy trust



mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs ] Eddy

care. They each did their own version of Paul Klee's Senecio (Old man) to
finish off the topic.
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L.O. I can imitate and create
art in the style of Paul Klee.
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PSHE
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This term in PSHE we have studied the SCARF units ‘Me and my relationships’
and ‘Valuing difference’. We have looked at classroom rules, listening,
feelings, what makes good friends, same and different, unkind, tease or bully.
The children have come up with lots of lovely ideas for each topic and we
have had some really deep discussions about feelings and kindness.
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Geography

In geography this term we have looked at where we live. We started by
looking at a map of the United Kingdom and labelled the four different
counftries and their capital cities. After that we focused on the four different
countries that make the UK and the flowers, animals and saints that are
important for each country. We finally looked at the local area where we go
to school, we found Connor Downs on the map. We then drew the road
where our school is and described it.

30.09.2025
1 can describe the features
of Connor Downs.

My school is called
Where | g0 t0 |"annr Seons
| Amdemg
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My school is in the town of
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This is what my school is like \)\3 Kind  fun
amating  browa and white ~ clean  Smosk

This is what my schools road is like ~ smeoth
a o bumpy dus

‘Write the name of your school road on the sign, then draw 3 picture
of your school on your road:
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This term in RE we have been looking at Christianity. We looked at the story of
Creation and sequenced it. We have also looked at what Christians believe,
who is God and what is the bible. We also looked at what prayer is, the story
of Christmas and why Christians celebrate it.
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PE

This term in PE, we started recapping jumping in different directions, at
different speeds and different levels. We hopped, skipped and leaped. We
looked at jumping efficiently and at how jumping affects our bodies.
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After half term, we looked at ball skills, the different ways we can move with a
ball and improving our catching and throwing skills. The children learned to
dribble with their hands and feet, keeping the ball under control. They played
lots of team games to improve their throwing skills and have learned how to
stop the ball with their hands.
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The children have also had lessons on riding a bike from a special visitor. They
loved these sessions and were so excited every Friday to be joining in.
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Music

In the first half of the term, we started each Music lesson by listening to
different songs and using the interrelated dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm,
tempo and pitch) to explain why we did or did not like each song.

We also learned to sing songs - from Charanga and infroduced some
instruments.

The second half of term was dedicated to our songs. Our nativity this year
was Barmy Bethlehem and the children were amazing. We learned the songs,

practised them until they were confident and even added actions. | am so

T: 01736 753135 p
E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk o,
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH o,

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 q s
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD academy trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

pleased with all the effort they put in for every performance.
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Computing

In Computing this term, the children learned about the names of the parts of
a computer and laptop. They all began to learn how to log on to the
Chromebook and control the cursor by using the mouse.

8/ 10 /2025
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In the second half of the term, the children learned to draw and paint using
the iPad. They have drawn self-portraits and recreated a Mondrian style print.
They experimented with colour change, brush tool and rubber, the fill tool
and stickers to create their digital art.

T: 01736 753135 Y YT
E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk ’.'. A% o 0,
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH 0:l0) X
...-
L)

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity

Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 q SP re

Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD academy trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

"W

Provision

Year 1 have really enjoyed exploring lots of different provision within our
classroom alongside our formal learning. These opportunities have allowed us
to practice and refine the skills we have gained. It also provides us with the
opportunities to develop our social and communication skills with our friends.
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We hope you all have a lovely winter break and look forward to welcoming
your children back in the new year.
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